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ISSUE: 640                                          Find us on Facebook                                           NOVEMBER 2020 

Tewantin Noosa Lions Club meets at 6pm-6:30pm every 1st and 3rd Tuesday of every month at the 

Tewantin Noosa RSL Club.  Because of COVID meetings have been cancelled until further notice. 

Important:  for Dinner Requirements and Apologies please email Jay Roach - 

rmic5335@bigpond.net.au (mobile number 0414-727-346) 

For information about events and rosters, visit our website: 

http://www.tewantinnoosa.qld.lions.org.au/ 

 

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

Christine Pullin 10th 

Merrily Coad 12th 

Janelle MacDonald 13th 

Gary Dun 16th 

John Crossley 2lst 



  
  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Fellow Lions, 

As the Covid19 is still affecting all of us 

individually and our community, the club 

members are doing excellent job, working 

together and raising funds for the community. 

We pulled out all stops and had an excellent 

result from the School Holiday parking 2020, 

with a noticeably short time frame for 

everything to come together. But the result 

was fantastic.  

Ian Glew and his team did a great job! 

We provided breakfast for the Great Noosa 

Country Trail Walk participants at Cooran on 

5th October, again the public was very 

appreciative of the Lions Club.  

We also provided food from our Chip Van for 

Tewantin Noosa Cricket Club matches and I 

worked on this project and the young families 

were so grateful that we were there.   

Thank you to members who assisted with 

general work, assisting the council with dog 

enclosure, gardening, etc for our community.  

We do believe that they were singing our 

praises throughout the Council Chambers. 

The 2020 Convention is only a year away and 

Chris and his committee are doing a huge job, 

so please help wherever possible, so that we 

can all make this a very successful Convention. 

At this stage of the 

dreaded COVID, the 

RSL, has advised that 

we still cannot hold 

our meetings in the RSL Club. I 

did see them and to have a separate room 

again will be reviewed early December. 

This month’s issue of the PELICAN BRIEF brings 

an end to legendary Lion Ian McKay as Editor.  

On behalf of all members we would like to 

thank you Ian for your efforts over the many 

years you have published the Pelican Brief. 

Thank you, Ian, 

Events coming up are  

a. 13 November – Chip van at Cricket 

ground Read Park 

b. 14 November - Variety Bash at Noosa 

Woods, Approx. 270-280 people.  

c. 17 November - Breakfast at the 

Council depot, Rene Street, approx. 

145 people.  

d. 17 November – AGM and business 

meeting at the ALF Function room, 

with 1st District Governor Elect as a 

guest. 

e. 21 November - Request from Council 

to provide lunch from 12-2 PM for the 

local community volunteers who 

responded to the bush fires at a small 

community event- up to 100. 

8 December - Classy Ladies function at the J to 

distribute Christmas goods, provide sausages 

and drinks for helpers. 

As you can see, we have a lot happening right 

now, so I encourage all of you to support the 

club and your community and volunteer 

whenever you can. 

Kind Regards  

Michael OBrien 

"Together We Will Achieve" 

 
 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT - NOVEMBER 2020 



 
 
 
After many, many years of dedication and 
passion, editing the Pelican  Brief, Macca  
is handing over the reins so that he can 
concentrate on his health and his family. 
We wish you all the best and we will all 
support you in every way possible in the 
future. 
 
I know that everyone would agree that 
Macca has performed this task with great 
pride and perfection.  I am honoured and 
grateful that he trusts me to continue in 
his footsteps, which, my friends will be a 
task and a half, but I will endeavour to do 
my very best to make Macca proud. 
 
This issue is No.640 and according to 
my calculations that works out to be 53.33 
years of news which is a fantastic effort.  
 
For all of the Members who have been 
involved with Pelican Brief over all the 
years, we all applaud you and congratulate 
you on your passion and dedication to this 
huge task.                   
        
CONGRATULATIONS!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IAN McKay – EDITOR OF PELICAN BRIEF 



 

Dear Lions 

Thank you SO 

MUCH for helping us with our 

new lawn project last week.  

Ian has always been so fit and 

ready to jump in to help others, 

particularly where it has 

involved physical labour or 

something involving 

construction. It was a shock for me to see him as weak as he 

is at the moment and quite incapable of completing the jobs 

he had set for himself around the house. 

If you guys had not stepped in to get the lawn done, he 

would have tried to do it himself. He does not accept that just 

for now, he just has to lie low and try to recover his health. 

It was great to see such a turnout of Lion friends last 

Monday. Special thanks to Ross, Colin and Phil for not only 

organising the troops and the gear but also for getting stuck 

into the  digging, shoveling etc etc, ably assisted by Peter, 

Paul, Luffy (and his truck!) and Michael (quality control 

and overall commander in chief). 

You did a great job. Our new lawn is the envy of the 

neighbourhood.  Terry, our next-door neighbour, is keeping 

an eye on it in relation to fertilising, weeding and mowing. 

We are indeed truly blessed. 

Ian is looking forward to getting back to Lions - he does not 

like being idle. 

Thanks also to your partners for ‘releasing’ you for the 

project. 

Yours in Lionism 

 Kath and Ian 
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A great week away supporting Proston. 

 

MEMBERS VISIT PROSTON TO SUPPORT THE TOWN AND SURROUNDING AREAS 



 

 

The following week Sheila and Ian visited Proston too. 

 Here are some   

great shots of the       

of some of the old 

buildings around 

the towns. 

  

 

 

 

 

Article in “Noosa Today” for September Car Parking 

WELL DONE LADIES!!! 

Sheila and Ian Glew visited Proston too!! 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EMAIL FROM BRIAN SMITH 
 
Just thought I would send a quick email 
to catch up. 
  
Alpha township is going OK.  We have 
our fingers crossed for this supposed El 
Nino event that they have forecast for 
us.  The last time we had this back in  
 

 
 
2010 – 2013 we had 2 floods go 
through town.  
  
I think the majority of the farmers out 
here would prefer a little flooding to no 
rain.   The farmers are doing OK as far 
as I know and understand and with the 
little bit of rain we have had and the 
good cattle prices most have smiles on 
their faces.  
  
I hope you are all getting through the 
Covid19 well and it hasn’t affected you 
or your families to much. 
  
Anyway take care and keep up the 
great work you and your organisation 
does.  
  
Regards  
Brian SMITH 
Sgt 7489 
OIC Alpha Police 

 
On behalf of the Tewantin Noosa Club, we wish you everything that you wish for 
yourself and your community.  We will pray for rain for you, but no floods 
 
It is great to hear from you and know that things are improving.  You take care too and 
all the best to you and your family. Please keep us up to date with all of your news. 
 
 
 
 

 

Janelle McDonald represented our Club at the 

opening of the new playground at TCK. 

Gary Dun 
worked his 
magic and 
organised 
food for the 
day. 
Thanks Team 
another job 
well done!! 

“Howdy” says Sgt. Brian Smith – Club Member from Alpha 

Tewantin Community Kindergarten 



  
 

 

 

Our car parking in September at 

Noosa Heads Lions Park was a great 

success.   

We have had emails of gratitude and 

praise from the Hastings Street 

Association, Noosa Council and 

Noosa Business Association. 

At the same time, we also had 

another parking activity at  

Maroochydore for the Queensland 

Netball State Age Carnival. Lots of 

cars and lots of netballers. 

To all Members who volunteered – 

pat yourselves on the back for a 

fantastic job!! 

 

 

Noosa Heads Photos                                          Maroochydore Netball Club 

 

 

September Car Parking – Noosa Heads & Maroochydore 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 Hi Alison (or Mike of you have        
 returned), 
 My wife and I have now moved into 
our new home at GemLife Pacific 
Paradise and I would like to request 
that my membership be transferred 
to Maroochy 
North Shore Lions Club. Club number 
68894. 

 
 I have enjoyed my time with the 
Tewantin Noosa members and 
regret that I was not able to spend 
more time volunteering and 
socialising with them and I am 
looking forward to now being able to 
participate more fully with my new 
club and members as we are residing 
in the area they serve. 
I had hoped to be able to join with 
you one last time but it just isn’t 
possible at this time. Please pass on 
my thanks to all and my best wishes 
for a successful convention next 
year.  
Kind regards, 
Ross Paine OAM. 

 

     THANKS ROSS – WE MISS YOU ALREADY.  GOOD LUCK! 
 

LETTER FROM ROSS PAINE  

 

 

GET READY! 

Christmas Car Parking 

       COMING  SOON! 

 
Watch your Email 

Inbox for the Roster!! 



 

 

 

The next Dinner 

Meeting will 

be held on 

17th Nov. at 

the AFL Club 

Weyba Road, 

Noosaville.  

We would like as many people as 

possible to attend, because this will 

be the AGM for the Club and we 

MUST have at least 27 people 

present.   

Your attendance will be greatly 

appreciated. Please make a special 

effort. 

We will also have District Governor 

Elect – Kathy McKosker as our guest. 

The Lions Convention for 2021 is her 

convention and she would like to 

meet our Members to share her 

goals for this special event. 

We will also have “Better Together” 

to entertain us. 

 

 

 

Hi Everyone, 

It is with great sadness that 

I have to report that 

Margaret Jolly was 

admitted to hospital after falling and 

breaking her hip.   

Fortunately, she was operated on 

and is now in the safe hands of 

hospital staff.  

What a brave lady! All smiles 

especially for us.  Carmen  said that 

Margaret was very thrilled to receive 

our flowers and card. 

Sending big hugs to her and praying 

for a quick recovery. 

Don’t forget to call May if you know of anyone in the Club who is feeling ut of 

sorts.  She will make them feel better with her magic touch.  

Call May on:   5474 1185 or 0402 402 617                                 
(to notify her of any news)                            

KEEP UP THE GOOD WORK MAY!!

 

NEXT DINNER MEETING 17th NOVEMBER – IMPORTANT MESSAGE 

MAY’S MESSAGE 

 

 

 



 

 

 

The preparations for our 2021 Convention are fully underway. 

Venues have been confirmed, our District Governor Dinner is 

being finalised and we are excited. 

Our District Governor Elect – Kathy McCosker will be attending 

our next Dinner Meeting at the AFL Club on 17th November, 2020, so she will 

be sharing more news with us then.  

Let’s give her one of our huge welcomes. 

 

 

 

IT’S WHAT WE DO                                                 Written by Jane Cullen                                                  

TRUE LIONS                                 Chris and Christine Pullen 

I want to tell you a story about two Lions, not QLD footballers or the ones that roar but the 

ones that serve, support and care. Chris and Christine Pullen give generously of their time and 

energy, despite their Noosa business nearly going bankrupt due to COVID-19.  

I first move to Noosa from Newcastle NSW following breast cancer in 2017. I was worn out, 

tired, and knew no one.  

I employed two men to paint my house and do odd jobs. Steve and Frank talked about the 

Tewantin Noosa Lions Club and seemed to love their volunteer community work.  

I had done my share of volunteer work, Pets as Therapy in Victoria and Meals on Wheels in 

NSW. The last thing I wanted to do was volunteer. I was burnt out and exhausted.  

For 2 years I resisted. One night I got a call from Bev, the Tewantin Noosa Lions Club 

Membership Officer, to attend an information night. Several members spoke about their Lions 

story and why they joined.  

Christine Pullen got up to speak. Her husband Chris had been a member of Lions for 29 years, 

joining in Altona Meadows Victoria in 1991. Both had a strong family history of volunteering. 

Christine joined the Lions in 1997 and shared that volunteering was a way of life for them.  

Christine and her husband Chris work 7 days a week managing a tourist resort called Noosa 

Keys. Lots of people volunteer their time in the community, yet what struck me that night, 

was this couple volunteered for the Lions Club on Sunday afternoon, their only time off.  

JANE’S COLUMN 

 

 

 

CONVENTION CHAIRMAN’S (CHRIS PULLIN) REPORT 

 

 

 



Christine spoke with commitment and confidence. “Give 100% or don’t do it!” Yes, they had 

a choice … watch TV, rest, go for a walk along the beautiful Noosa beach.   

 “I want to help people less fortunate than I am” explained Christine. This lady genuinely cares. 

I began to cry. By the end of the night I joined the Tewantin Noosa Lions Club.  

I want to tell their story.  

Chris and Christine married in 1974 and had two girls, Erin and Melinda.  

Chris has had a variety of jobs from plumber, contract 

driver, welder, kitchen installer, storeman, and 

furniture maker. His family were always involved in 

volunteer work.  

He was on school council from 1979 to 1991. He joined 

the Cubs at 6 years old, went onto the Scouts and 

became a leader in 1997. Chris received the Queens Award for 19 years’ service to the Scouts. 

In 2004, Chris earned the Rotary Award for Excellence in Community Leadership. In 2006 at 

the age of 54 Chris won the Citizen of the Year Award for Hobsons Bay Council. Christine had 

a long history of volunteering within her family too. She had worked in insurance, as a nanny 

and as a Brownie leader for 10 years in Victoria.  

Chris was presented with a Distinguished Service Award for 25-30 years of Scouts 

volunteering.   

“Community Service – it’s a way of life for us”   Tewantin Noosa Lions Club 

Chris and Christine had wanted to own a motel, a bed and breakfast or a caravan park for 

over 30 years. They were drawn to the social and communal appeal of interacting and working 

within the local community.  

With the children grown up, Chris and Christine decided they needed a change. Moving from 

Victoria to Noosa was a common dream for many southerners. They fell in love with Noosa 

and bought management rights to Noosa Keys at the end of 2009.  

Arriving in QLD on Sunday 14 February in 2010, they 

went to their first Lions club meeting on the Tuesday 

16 February. Yes, within three days, they had joined 

the Tewantin Noosa Lions Club. 

Keen to be actively involved and committed to 

service are understatements. They managed to sell 

their family home and two investment properties in Victoria in one month to afford their new 

lifestyle choice. Working 7 days a week from 8-5pm, the phone ringing with inquires during 

the night were part and parcel of the deal.  

Christine had no management skills but knew they would be ok at she was organised, and 

Chris was handy.  Their new life began.  

It didn’t take long for Chris to win the Melvin Jones Award (Lions founder) in 2010. This was 

the Lion’s Club highest award for service to the community. Since joining, Chris has been 

president of Tewantin Noosa Lions Club in 2012 and 2015 and has been a board member.  



Christine has her own list of Lions accomplishments. For service to the Lions Club she was 

presented with the Mary Jamison Award in 2000. Christine has also been president, treasurer 

and a board member for the Altona Meadows Lions Club.  

“We are all in this together” COVID-19 

Working for 10 years at Noosa Keys, Chris and Christine spent any spare time volunteering for 

the Lions. How they did this, is a miracle in itself yet they were always happily present at 

meetings, sharing, joining in, often being the first to put their name down for the next 

volunteering gig. They had two breaks in the last 5 years, seeing their grandchildren in 2019, 

and visiting Yeppoon with the Lions to support our famers.  

The world had never experienced a pandemic of such intensity with COVID 19 affecting every 

human and every country worldwide.  In Australia, deaths, high numbers of people with the 

virus, second waves of infection, closure of state boarders, loss of economic security, inability 

to see and hug loved ones, loss of jobs and income, changes in the way families live, lack of 

freedom to move and travel as we once did.  

In QLD, Chris and Christine’s income stopped overnight. All their eggs were in one basket, 

Noosa Keys. They lost 75% of their income, no bookings, no calls, nothing. Silence was not 

golden. Due to boarder closures, Easter bookings vanished. Reservations for the school 

holidays, Anzac Day and Labour day weekend, disappeared.  

The bank loans were frozen for 6 months. The boarders may open in late October 2020. 

Christine went on job keeper, but Chris couldn’t as he was not an employee and didn’t have 

a job? He couldn’t access job seeker as he had a job… yes you guessed it, classic catch 22.  

Victorians, customers from New Zealand many of whom had been coming to Noosa Keys for 

20 years were left disappointed and disheartened. A great deal of their clients were return 

visitors from New Zealand, NSW and Victoria.  

Chris’ mood began to change, slowly slipping into hopelessness as his livelihood eroded 

before his eyes. Chris wanted to just sit and stare at the TV, drink his booze cupboard dry. No 

one would blame him. Christine felt like she was in shock, not knowing what to do. “…our 

future was in someone else’s hands… we didn’t drop the ball… we couldn’t fix it!”  

Christine cried a lot as she had no control. Bills kept coming, Foxtel, phone bills, internet, 

insurance, public liability and car insurance. Little money came in whilst outgoing costs were 

unrelenting. Noosa Keys was their life and they were facing down bankruptcy.  

Chris and Christine talked a little but really there was nothing to say. It wasn’t their fault. 

Chris’ despair started to turn to anger. Speaking to their daughters, they decided they had to 

adapt, to think outside the box if they were to survive, mentally, physically and financially.  

They opened Noosa Keys to people stuck in Noosa. Displaced doctors and nurses, tourists 

whose travel plans had stopped, international travellers who were caught in the pandemic 

web and prevented from flying home. All were welcome. They charged half of the rack rate 

knowing that everyone at this time needed a helping hand.  

Christine’s plan was to show guests a great time, so hopefully one day they would return.  



On July 10, the 50km rule then 150km rule changed and the state of QLD opened to itself. By 

Monday the phone was ringing again, and bookings were taken from Ipswich and 

Toowoomba. Many regulars rang to offer their support. Queenslanders began to book Winter 

getaways.  

During such a stressful time, Chris and Christine didn’t 

drop the volunteering ball. No, just the opposite. They 

rallied, offering to help those less fortunate, participating 

in Tewantin Noosa Lions Club meetings via Zoom.  

This period of great change definitely continues to 

challenge Chris and Christine. At times they appear to have 

reached their limits of endurance. Their decision to adapt 

to their reality, reveal great resilience. In honesty, they 

have no other choice with the continual QLD boarder 

closers.  

The day to day pressures exist. They suffer from not being able to visit their grandchildren in 

Victoria, worry about losing their livelihood and only asset. Persistent thoughts about how to 

pay their bills or questioning what their future will hold, creates feelings of fear and anxiety.  

Still, they keep going, volunteering their time knowing that there are others who feel helpless 

and isolated.  

2020 has not been a great year for all of us. ‘We are all in this together!’ so the slogan goes. 

Chris and Christine Pullen actually put that saying into action and give their time and energy 

to serve and make life a little easier.  

Christine is 65 and Chris is 68 years old. They have worked hard and volunteered freely their 

entire life. They continue to give back to the Tewantin Noosa community with dedication to 

serve and a genuine commitment to care for others.  

I admire them, value their integrity and am honoured to call them my friends.  

I know in one phone call they would be there to help. They are strong and courageous.  

They are true Lions.  

 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS CAKES AND SLICES 

 

 

        

Don’t forget your Christmas Cakes this year. 

Support your own Club!!  Buy one for your family, friends 

and neighbours. (That means 10 each….bargain!!) 

They are DELICIOUS – fresh, warmed with cream/custard or 

fried.   I can vouch for that I always get two. 

CONTACT LOUISE NOW AND GIVE HER YOUR ORDER!! 



 

 

 

 

I hope you have enjoyed this edition 

of Pelican Brief as much as I have 

enjoyed preparing it and hopefully I 

have done Macca proud!  

If you have any suggestions for me 

with either news or helpful hints, 

please do not hesitate to let me 

know. 

Thanks to those who supported me. 

Love you Lions! 

 

  

                                                                              THANK YOU    

 

 

        


